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This week we are looking at how Duplicate bridge works and some of the 

paperwork involved in playing club bridge. Some of this has been replaced by 

electronic gadgets at clubs, but not all of it.

In particular:

� Travellers

� Personal record cards

� System cards

After that we'll have a brief general Q&A session, on anything "bridge", before 

we break for coffee.
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How many of you have been to a proper Duplicate Bridge Club?

Depending upon the answer, I'll adapt the speed with which I cover the topic.

The more the faster, the fewer the slower.
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The first thing that should happen at a bridge table is for {N} to fill in the table 

slip. He may mot be able to complete the table number or the pair numbers 

until the movement cards are distributed, but it should be finished as soon as 

those values are known.

At U3AIB, if the table has 

five players, one sitting out, 

please add that name at the 

bottom.

On the EBU (English Bridge 

Union) slips, the small boxes 

do not exist and instead 

there is a space for each 

players EBU number.

If you attend U3ASH, you may be aware we occasionally use sections there, 

with two sets of boards circulating and the sections being Red and Yellow.
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For those who haven't been to a Duplicate club, there are two common 

formats. Most clubs play PAIRS where the scoring is "matchpoints", but events 

tend to be TEAMS (of 4) where the scoring is IMPs.

Why is it called DUPLICATE? Because the same deal is played at many 

different tables. Online, everyone can play the same deal at the same time - a 

computer can duplicate the cards without problem. Face to face, one physical 

board has to move around the tables and be played by different people at 

different times.

In this situation your objective is NOT to do better than the pair you are playing 

against, but to do better than other pairs sitting in the equivalent seats to you 

when they play that same board. In other words, who can get the best result 

from the cards they have been dealt. How lousy your hand is, is irrelevant.

If you can declare 3NT and manage 3NT-3 and everyone else only

achieves 3NT-4, you have a TOP score on the board.

To provide a good mixture of play between different pairs, combined with not 

repeating any pair playing a board twice, means that complicated

MOVEMENTS are required. The EBU has published a movements' book.
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Here is a movement suitable for a 5 round, 2 boards per round, 10 board, 3 

table, 6 pairs session.

Pairs take their pair

number for the session

from the "round 1" rows

of the table they first 

play at.

Here one pair (6 highlit

in green) stays still and

everyone else moves.

This is useful if a

disabled player is

playing.

Pair 1 (in tan) is

typical of the movement

of everyone else.

Here everyone plays all 

boards, it isn't always so.
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Duplicate PAIRS scoring. Here is one example. How many pairs did you beat?

Board 2    Dealer={E}    Vulnerability={NS}

<---------Matchpoints---------------->

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS> EW> NS EW NS% EW%
1 9 4H-2 E 10C 8 100 - 5 0 10 0 100% 0%

2 10 4H-1 E 9C 9 50 - 3½ 1½ 7 3 70% 30%

5 13 4H-1 E 7C 9 50 - 3½ 1½ 7 3 70% 30%

4 12 2H= E 10D 8 - 110 2 3 4 6 40% 60%

3 11 2H+1 E 10D 9 - 140 1 4 2 8 20% 80%

6 14 4H= E 10D 10 - 420 0 5 0 10 0% 100%

As a separate activity, we could have a long discussion about each result.

Why/how were the contracts bid, Was it declarer's good/bad play or the 

oppositions skill/mistakes that caused the result. Could either pair have done 

better? Was the opening lead wise?

The last 6 columns present the same information 3 times. The yellow highlight 

are what are known as "Matchpoints". The blue and orange highlights show 

which 3½ other pairs {NS}5 did better than and which 1½ other pairs {EW}13 

did better than. This can all be converted to percentages on the right.
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Duplicate TEAMS scoring. Here is the same example, with teams of four as 

what was 1&10, 2&9, 3&12, 4&11, 5&14, 6&13

Board 2 Dealer={E}    Vulnerability={NS} Your
NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS+ EW- NS+EW Imps
1ns 2ew 4H-2 E 10C 8 100 - 1=+50 1�+2

2ns 1ew 4H-1 E 9C 9 50 - 2=-50 2�-2

3ns 4ew 2H+1 E 10D 9 - 140 3=-30 3�+1

4ns 3ew 2H= E 10D 8 - 110 4=+30 4�-1

5ns 6ew 4H-1 E 7C 9 50 - 5=+470 5�+10

6ns 5ns 4H= E 10D 10 - 420 6=-470 6�-10

Add YOUR {NS} score to YOUR {EW} score. Eg -140 + 110 = -30.

There is a table of IMPs (International MatchPoints) on your Record Card.

The result of this change of scoring method is that the strategy for Teams and 

Pairs is different. In PAIRS, taking risks to get an extra score of even 10 is 

worthwhile, 3NT+1 (430) beats 4H=(420). In TEAMS, making a contract is far 

better than failing, don't take risks, and GAME is much better than a part score.

Add up your team's IMPs across all boards. Highest wins.

Some events convert IMPs into Victory Points - not discussed today.
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Some people have difficulty reading a movement card. There are many subtly 

different formats, but this example is not uncommon.

Imagine that you are 

Pair 3, determined by 

what the movement card 

said at the start of 

Round 1.

(So if you were seated 

{EW} at this table at the 

start of round 1, you 

would be known as Pair

1 for the entire session.)

At the end of round 3,

where do you think you 

should move to?

Yes, Table 2 {NS}.
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One other thing that many folk do not know and that those who know do not 

seem to understand.

Sometimes you will sit in the {NS} seats and sometimes the {EW} seats. Divide 

the table into 2 halves diagonally.

If you sit in the {N} or {E} seat at round 1, always sit in the {E} or {N} seat in 

every other round.

If you sit in the {W} or {S} seat at round 1, always sit in the {S} or {W} seat in 

every other round.

Never cross the diagonal line.

N

W              E

S
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North is responsible for checking that the correct pairs (including himself) are at 

the right table and in the right seats.

North is responsible for ensuring that the correct boards are played and are in 

the correct orientation before the cards are taken and before they are returned.

Everyone should shuffle their hand before returning the cards to the board. 

This is so that the next table to play the board doesn’t get information from the 

order of the cards in the board.

(And of course, North is responsible for filling in the traveller. Whilst East is 

responsible for checking that the entry is right:

Section (if needed, eg Red/R or Yellow/Y) and Board number right?

Correct row?

Correct EW pair number?

Correct contract including double/redouble and preferably result. (5Dx-2)

Correct Opening lead – card, not just suit. (6C (or C6), not just C)

Correct number of tricks made.

Correct score in the correct column: {NS} points on the left, {EW} the right.

)



Imagine a simple 4 pair, 2 table, 9 board, 3 round (3 boards per round) event.

In each round the 3 boards are shared between

both tables. One on each table and one on a 

chair between the two tables. Whichever table 

completes playing their first board first swaps

the third board with their board. Usually the

second table will finish their board before the 

first table finishes their second, they swap. Then 

the 1st table swaps & lastly the 2nd table swaps.

So everyone plays all 3 boards without any 

waiting. All covered by the board on the chair.

Maybe Bd 1 is quickest and board 2 slowest. 

You might get:

Table1: 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2

Chair: 3 3 3 1 1 2 2 3 1 1 1 1

Table2: 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 3 3 3 3
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Each time a game is played it is recorded in three different places, as defined 

by three different keys:

� Board number (each entry records the various results for “this” deal.);

� {NS} pair (records the results from each board {NS} played); 

� {EW} pair (records the results from each board {EW} played).

Thus full recording is done in 3 places:

� Traveller; which records what happens each time a specific deal is played;

� {NS}'s record card, which records who and what happened each time {NS}

played;

� {EW}'s record card, which records who and what happened each time {EW}
played;

Obviously if all 4 players choose to make record cards, there will be 2 duplicate 

record cards by the {NS} pair and 2 duplicate record cards by the {EW} pair. 

Note that each pair is likely to only be {NS} for some of the boards and to be 

{EW} for others.

And at U3AIB, with 4 travellers per board, there will be 4 quadruplicate 

travellers.
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This is a traveller. The column headings                        2

are enlarged at the bottom.

Read the headings.

Please put "Contract and result" in the 

Contract column. (Eg "5Dx-2".)

Put the actual card in the "Opening Lead" 

column, not just the suit. (Eg "6C" or "C6".)

Scores don't use "+" or "-". Just put the 

number in the relevant column.

3       5Dx-2        S    C6    9                    500
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This is an individual "Record card", a pair can record their own results on it.

E 2/NS

Dealer Board/Vulnerability

As you can 

see, a 

record card 

provides a 

way for one 

pair to 

record 

what 

happened 

on boards 

1..36, 

including 

which pair 

they played 

each board 

against.



This is a close up of two "Record cards", showing the same game from two 

Pair 2:             Same as Traveller      Own Result       For IMPS

NS 3   5Dx-2  S  C6 9            500

Pair 3:

EW 2   5Dx-2  S  C6  9   500

♣♦♥♠ ♣♦♥♠

Week 12 Recording Results

U3A Intermediate Bridge 2025-26

different 

perspectives. It is 

the same game as 

shown on the 

previous Traveller.

I have always felt it 
strange that a standard 
record card doesn't 
provide a column to say 
whether you played as 
{NS} or as {EW}. Here I 
have added that 
information in the 
leading margin.
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This is the reverse of a "Record card" and it provides a way to create a quick 

System 
card for a 

casual pair.

This 

version of a 

System

card also 

provides a 

table of 

less 

common 

result 

scores: 

slams and 

undertricks.



Peter Piper                               12
Jack Frost

Acol
12..14      12..14 12..14

Strong, 8..9½PT
Pre-empt,L7, 5..9Pts (4=L8+)
16+Pts,Balanced
Strong

-
-

-
Attribute HELD, Count, Suit Pref. 
Unwanted (Suit Pref)

Keycard Bkwd, Italian Cue
Stayman, Red Transfers,

Major Trial, Minor Trial, Gambling 3NT,
4SF, 2C Superstrong 23+Pts or 10+PT,

Unassuming Cue Bid.
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Lowest
Need seq 3+.
Can underlead Ace

AK

Not A

This System Card is filled in endeavouring to use U3AIB methods.

Note

Opening

lead against 

a suit AJ10.

At session

I fluffed

answer with

J circled. Of

course, you

shouldn't

underlead

unsupported

ace. So

either don't

lead it, or 

lead the

Ace itself.
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Any Questions?
There were some, but I can't recall what they were…
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Spring Tournament: April 17

The second April session will be another tournament with freely dealt 
boards.

In the 2 hours available, it will be around 10 boards played. Everything 
will be organised as a normal Duplicate Pairs event.

So {N} will manage the tables and score the results on a single
traveller, which {E} will check. And pairs and boards will move tables.

I will try to do the scoring before we leave the hall (it takes around 15 
minutes to do), and I'll have a couple of small kid's party trophies for 
the winning pair.

Please find a partner. Then find a second pair to form a "table".
Please let me know as soon as possible who is with whom.

If necessary, I will seek extra players to make up the numbers. Let me 
know if you are having problems.

So start organising yourselves now - maybe over coffee.
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Play Play as if "Duplicate Pairs".

{NS} have the pair number of their table, {N} has his back to the stage.

{EW} have the pair number of their table plus 8.

Play boards in sequence. Have an incoming pile and an outgoing pile. 
Pass outgoing to next lower numbered table – Table 1 to highest table.

Some boards have instructions on card. The appropriate people should read 

each card at the time it says and follow its instructions.

If you play a board twice, record the second play on the traveller using your 

pair numbers PLUS TEN (eg 1 v 9 becomes 11 v 19).

If you wish to fill in a personal results card, they are available. They are 

commonly used at duplicate clubs.

Don't forget to describe partner's bids and plays to the table.

Any questions? Tea / coffee & biscuit. (25p) PLAY



Week 12 set hand 
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Set hand sources

BBO~Beginner BBO Bridgemaster practice hands

BBO~Advanced BBO Bridgemaster practice hands

HBSet 14 Halifax Bridge Club set hand collection

HBSet 7 Halifax Bridge Club set hand collection

AR~TfI Andrew Robson ~ Tips for Intermediates

BM~PQ Bernard Magee~Play Quiz

SGByyyymmddα SGB hand as dated.
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Set hand abbreviations

Dlr Dealer (NESW).

Vul Vulnerability (None NS EW All).

Rotn Rotation Defined by one card, usually A♠.

Mostly different to source publication.

Dcl Declarer (NESW)

OL Opening Lead

Trk Tricks (0..13)

NS# EW# Score for NS or EW

NS% EW% Percentage of NS and EW

Ref Reference result (Sometimes there may be more than one)

Blue results as played.

Red results are reference results.
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1 N None BBO~Beginner#A1 VAR A♠=E

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 3NT= N 6C 9 400 - 25% 75%

6 14 3NT+1 N 6C 10 430 - 100% 0%

Ref 3NT= S 10S 9 400 - 25% 75%

VAR: 6D � 10D. Auctions altered to match U3AIB's system.
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2 E NS BBO~Advanced#A1 A♠=E

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 4S-1 E 7D 9 50 - 100% 0%

2 10 4S= E 9C 10 - 420 50% 50%

Ref 6S= E 10H 12 - 980 0% 100%
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3 S EW BBO~Beginner#A5 VAR A♠=W

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 3Dx+2 S JC 11 670 - 66.7% 33.3%

2 10 3H-1 N QC 8 - 50 0% 100%

5 13 5H+2 N QC 13 510 - 33.3% 66.7%

Ref 6H= N JS 12 980 - 100% 0%

VAR: 10D � 3C. Auction differs, U3AIB used Italian Cue Bids.
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4 W All BBO~Beginners#A3 VAR A♠=W

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 4S+2 W 8C 12 - 480 100% 0%

5 13 3NT+3 W JH 12 - 690 66.7% 33.3%

6 14 6NT+1 W 7H 13 - 1470 0% 100%

Ref 6S+1 W 2S 13 - 1460 33.3% 66.7%

VAR: Auction and contract differ.
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8 W None HBSet14#14 A♠=W

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 4H-3 W 9C 7 150 - 100% 0%

5 13 3S+1 E 9H 10 - 170 16.7% 83.3%

6 14 2S+1 E QD 9 - 140 66.7% 33.3%

Ref 2S+2 E AC 10 - 170 16.7% 83.3%
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11 S None AR~TfI#56 VAR A♠=S

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
2 10 1D+3 N 3S 10 130 - 0% 100%

5 13 6D= N 8C 12 920 - 50% 50%

Ref 6NT= S QH 12 990 - 100% 0%

VAR~ 6S � 3D.
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12 W NS BM~PQ#0015 A♠=W

NS EW Contract Dcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
6 14 1S-2 N QC 5 - 200 100% 0%

Ref 3NT= W 6S 9 - 400 0% 100%
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