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U3A Intermediate Bridge 2025-26

This week there was no presentation, instead we had the "Autumn 
Tournament".

I managed to leave the movement cards at home, so quickly used my 
phone to download a suitable movement from the web and scrawled 
the tables, pairs and board numbers onto 5 A6 sheets! This meant that 
the hall setup was delayed. Thank you to all the group members who 
finished the setup.

There were 10 pairs, 5 tables, 12 boards and 5 2-board rounds. We 
allowed 10 minutes per board - very slow for a Duplicate club which 
mostly use 7m 30s - for 100 minutes. Coffee and an abortive attempt to 
score the tournament at the end (done at home afterwards) used the 
entire 120 minutes.

Those who hadn't been to a face-to-face Duplicate Pairs event before 
needed instruction on how to deal the boards, complete the table slips 
and "move" - see next few slides.
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Unless set hands are involved, the boards will need dealing.

Before being dealt, the 52 card deck will be in the board. Usually they 
will be left over hands from a previous event. Occasionally they will be 
sorted, such as when a new pack is started.

In any event, gather the 52 cards, shuffle well. Studies have shown that 
to randomise a deck, it needs at least 7 riffle shuffles or around 1000 
overhand shuffles (17 minutes!). I think (I don't actually remember) 
that many of the boards at the tournament were in ordered suits. That, 
with poor shuffling, may account for some of the strange hands seen. 
Far too many groups of AKQJ etc.

Then deal them and put them into the 4 pockets on the board. It doesn't 
matter which hand goes where. The EBU says you can deal in almost 
any way that you want to, as long as 2 touching cards from the deck 
NEVER end up in the same hand.
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Then fill in a blank traveller with the board number, fold and insert in 
the slot. Also to write the number on the outside of the folded traveller.

One common "tradition", is that at an event, when a board is played for 
the last time, one of the hands is reinserted into the board face up. This 
is to indicate that the board needs shuffling and dealing before next 
use.
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The table slips are managed by North. Often {N} just fills them in, but 
sometimes, with unknown players, it can be easier to get each player to 
fill their own name in. It MUST BE LEGIBLE.

The table number will be on a card on the table. The pair numbers may 
be on the card on the table or be announced by the director, say as 
"North/South are pair as table number, East/West are table number 
plus 7." I don't know what the 4 boxes on the right are MEANT for, but 
putting NSEW in them is helpful, perhaps your club ID number.
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The session is divided into several rounds (R) of several boards (B), 
thus by the end you will have played R*B boards. At the Autumn 
tounament we had 5 rounds of 2 boards, totaling 10 boards played.

At the end of each round, stay seated at your table, until the director 
asks everyone to move. Feel free to talk quietly whilst waiting for this. 
If you wander around it is (a) possible to cheat by looking at other 
tables' cards and (b) disturbs tables still playing.

When asked to move do so. Some movements are simple (eg {NS} 
stay still and {EW} move to the next higher/lower numbered table, 
these usually have no movement cards. For anything more complex,
follow the instructions on the card on the table. Eg: {NS} move to table 
5EW, {EW} move to table 3EW.

If you started sitting {NE}, always sit {NE}.
If you started sitting {SW}, always sit {SW}.
(Arrow-switched boards change your seat's name after you have sat 
down.)



Method

The numeric score in the North-South Plus/Minus (or NS/EW) columnswas

used without reference to the contract and number of tricks. If the traveller had 

been incorrectly completed then the results will NOT reflect the actual play. It is 

essential that {E} thoroughly checks what {N} writes.

Each score is converted to a percentage. Count the number of pairs a {NS} 

score beats (allowing ½ for any it equals), divide by the number of pairs 

possible to beat and multiply by 100. You can do the same for {EW} or just 

subtract the {NS} % from 100% to get {EW}.

Then for each pair, all their percentages were averaged to give a pair average. 

That was used to determine the ranking and winning pair.

Since EVERY time a board is played, it adds 100% to the total score and 2 

more pairs, the average of the pair averages should be 50%. I used 33½% and 

66½% rather than 33.333% and 66.666%, easier to manage manually.
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Pair Avg% N/E S/W Rank

1 49.2 David S Nicki Y 5

2 29.2 Jenny R Sharon C 10

3 35.0 Denise S Ionis T 9

4 75.0 Sara G Cathy R 2

5 39.3 Arlene C Sharon W 7

6 51.7 Pat K Anne E 4

7 78.4 Paul G Sue J 1 The winners

8 65.8 Marie S Ken S 3

9 38.3 Dot C Penny G 8

10 48.5 Maggie W Rosemary F 6

50.9 (Overall average)

(I imagine the overall average not being exactly 50% is due to the 
various roundings used!)



Abbreviations

Bd Board

Dlr Dealer (NESW).

Vul Vulnerability (None NS EW All).

Dcl Declarer (NESW)

OL Opening Lead

Trk Tricks (0..13)

NS# EW# Score for NS or EW

NS% EW% Win percentage for NS and EW

Board results

The traveller is reported, followed by the deal and an initial hand evaluation.

Then I offer a possible auction - not definitive, so tagged as "?Auction?".
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BdDlr Vul Source
1 N None Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 2 4S-1 N* 4C 9 - 50 0% 100%
6 3 4H= S 8C 10 420 - 33½% 66½%
7 9 4H+1 S 3C 11 450 - 83½% 16½%
10 5 4S+1 N 10H 11 450 - 83½% 16½%
* Traveller said "E", but 4C is held by {E}, so changed to "N".

{N} S:AK42 H:AQ7 D:A986 C:Q6
{W} S:Q85 H:98 D:K742 C:K983 {E} S:J7 H:T D:QJT53 C:AT542

{S} S:T963 H:KJ65432 D:- C:J7

{N} 4432, 19hcp, 19Pts (_)
{W} 4432, 8hcp, 6Pts (a-1;i-1;) {E} 5521, 8hcp, 11Pts (l+2;t+1;)

{S} 7420, 5hcp, 7½Pts (l+3;t+½;a-1;)

?Auction?: {N}: 1S (2D) 2H (3D) / #4H (P) P (P)
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BdDlr Vul Source
2 E NS Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 2 4H-4 S 6C 6 - 400 0% 100%
6 3 3NT-2 N 4S 7 - 200 50% 50%
7 9 4H-2 S 5D 8 - 200 50% 50%
10 5 4S-2 W AC 8 100 - 100% 0%

{N} S:K98 H:AT D:QT92 C:AK87
{W} S:AQT2 H:Q92 D:AK75 C:T6 {E} S:J6543 H:86 D:J C:Q5432

{S} S:7 H:KJ7543 D:8643 C:J9

{N} 4432, 16hcp, 17Pts (t+1;)
{W} 4432, 15hcp, 15½Pts (t+½;) {E} 5521, 4hcp, 3Pts (l+1½;a-1; 

{S} 6421, 5hcp, 6Pts (l+2;a-1;)           i-1; u-½;)

?Auction?: {E}: P (P) 1S (1NT) / P (2D!) P (2H) / P (3H) P (P) P
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BdDlr Vul Source
3 S EW Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 8 1NT-1 N 5D 6 - 50 50% 50%
3 4 1NT-2 N 3D 5 - 100 25% 75%
5 2 1NT+1 N 3D 8 120 - 75% 25%
6 9 3NT-3 W 7S 6 300 - 100% 0%
10 7 1NT-3 N 3D 4 - 150 0% 100%

{N} S:QJ97 H:Q42 D:Q76 C:AK7
{W} S:T842 H:J973 D:AK C:QJ3 {E} S:AK H:KT5 D:J543 C:8654

{S} S:653 H:A86 D:T982 C:T92

{N} 4333, 14hcp, 13Pts (f-1;)
{W} 4432, 11hcp, 11Pts (_) {E} 4432, 11hcp, 11½Pts (t+½;)

{S} 4333, 4hcp, 3Pts (t+1;f-1;i-1;)

?Auction?: {S}: P (P) 1NT (P) / P (P)
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BdDlr Vul Source
4 W All Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 8 3S-2 E 6C 7 200 - 75% 25%
3 4 2S-1 E AD 7 100 - 25% 75%
5 2 5D= S AS 11 600 - 100% 0%
6 9 2D+1 S 6H 9 110 - 50% 50%
10 7 2S= E 6C 8 - 110 0% 100%

{N} S:T H:A982 D:T93 C:AKQ53
{W} S:AQ8 H:JT763 D:- C:T9874 {E} S:KJ732 H:KQ D:Q762 C:J2

{S} S:9654 H:54 D:AKJ854 C:6

{N} 5431, 13hcp, 14½Pts (l+1;t+½;)
{W} 5530, 7hcp, 10Pts (l+2;t+1;) {E} 5422, 12hcp, 12Pts (l+1;a-1;)

{S} 6421, 8hcp, 10Pts (l+2;)

?Auction?: {W}: P (1C) 1S (2D) / 2S (3C) P (3D) / P (P) P
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BdDlr Vul Source
5 N NS Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 3 3NT-3 W 10S 6 150 - 83½% 16½%
2 8 2S-1 W 7C 7 - 50 33½% 66½%
5 7 1NT+1 W 5S 8 - 120 0% 100%
9 4 1NT+2 W 5H 9 150 - 83½% 16½%

{N} S:JT654 H:QJ9 D:J5 C:A76
{W} S:A2 H:K82 D:K76 C:QT842 {E} S:KQ987 H:743 D:A92 C:J3

{S} S:3 H:AT65 D:QT843 C:K95

{N} 5332, 9hcp, 10½Pts (l+1;t+½;)
{W} 5332, 12hcp, 12½Pts {E} 5332, 10hcp, 11Pts (l+1;)

(l+1; t+½;i-1;) {S} 5431, 9hcp, 11Pts (l+1;t+1;)

?Auction?: {N}: P (P) P (1NT!) / P (2H!) P (2S) P / (P) P
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BdDlr Vul Source
6 E EW Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 3 3S-2 S 6C 7 - 100 100% 0%
2 8 3NT-4 N 2H 5 - 200 0% 100%
5 7 2H+2 W 4C 10 - 170 33½% 66½%
9 4 1NT+1 W 4C 8 - 120 66½% 33½%

{N} S:Q H:K985 D:QT6 C:J7542
{W} S:KT84 H:AQT763 D:AJ C:6 {E} S:95 H:J2 D:K9852 C:AQ83

{S} S:AJ7632 H:4 D:743 C:KT9

{N} 5431, 8hcp, 6Pts (l+½;t+½;a-1;i-1;u-1;)
{W} 6421, 14hcp, 17Pts (l+2;t+1;) {E} 5422, 10hcp, 11Pts (l+1;)

{S} 6331, 8hcp, 10½Pts (l+2;t+½;)

?Auction?: {E}: P (P) 1H (P) / 2D (P) 2H (P) / P (P)
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BdDlr Vul Source
7 S All Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 3H-2 S 5C 7 - 100* 50% 50%
5 6 3H-1 S 8C 8 - 100 50% 50%
8 3 2H+1 S 5C 9 140 - 100% 0%
10 4 3H-2 S 5C 7 - 200 0% 100%
*Should be 200.

{N} S:K7642 H:Q D:K8653 C:92
{W} S:A983 H:5 D:QT4 C:QJ854 {E} S:QT5 H:K862 D:A97 C:KT7

{S} S:J H:AJT9743 D:J2 C:A63

{N} 5521, 8hcp, 7Pts (l+2;a-1;i-1;u-1;)
{W} 5431, 9hcp, 10½Pts (l+1;t+½;) {E} 4333, 12 hcp, 11Pts (t+1;f-1;

{S} 7321, 11hcp, 13Pts (l+3;t+½;i-1;u-½;)    �i-1;)

?Auction?: {S}: 1H (2C) P (3C) / 3H (P) P (P)
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BdDlr Vul Source
8 W None Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 9 4D+1 E 2H 11 - 150 33½% 66½%
5 6 3D= E 6H 9 - 110 100% 0%
8 3 2D+2 E 3C 10 - 130 66½% 33½%
10 4 2NT+3 E 6C 11 - 210 0% 100%

{N} S:T7 H:AJ75 D:A96 C:JT42
{W} S:Q82 H:K983 D:JT74 C:Q9 {E} S:AK94 H:Q4 D:KQ852 C:A5

{S} S:J653 H:T62 D:3 C:K8763

{N} 4432, 10hcp, 10½Pts (t+½;)
{W} 4432, 8hcp, 6½Pts {E} 5422,18hcp,19Pts (l+1;)

(t+½;a-1;i-1;) {S} 5431, 4hcp, 4Pts (l+½;a-1;)

?Auction?: {W}: P (P) 1D (P) / 2D (P) 3NT (P) / P (P) 
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BdDlr Vul Source
9 N EW Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 10 5S-3 S 8C 8 - 150 66½% 33½%
2 6 4H= W 4C 10 - 620 0% 100%
4 5 5H-2 E 3S 9 100 - 100% 0%
7 8 3H+2 W AC 11 - 200 33½% 66½%

{N} S:J53 H:754 D:7432 C:AT4
{W} S:4 H:AKQJ832 D:AT86 C:8 {E} S:AT87 H:T96 D:J5 C:7632

{S} S:KQ962 H:- D:KQ9 C:KQJ95

{N} 4333, 5hcp, 4½Pts (t+½;a-1;)
{W} 7411, 14hcp, 17½Pts {E} 4432, 5hcp, 6Pts (t+1;)

(l+3;t+½) {S} 5530 15hcp, 17Pts (l+2;a-1;)

?Auction?: {N}: P (P) 1S (2H) / P (P) 2S
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BdDlr Vul Source
10 E All Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
1 10 3NT= S 9C 9 600 - 33½% 66½%
2 6 3NT-1 S 9C 8 - 100 0% 100%
4 5 *4S+1 N 2C 11 650 - 83½% 16½%
7 8 4H+1 N 9S 11 650 - 83½% 16½%
*I don't think 4S by {N} can be right, 4H by {N} is more likely.

{N} S:J7 H:AKT864 D:KQ7 C:84
{W} S:653 H:Q97 D:J62 C:AQJ9 {E} S:QT98 H:53 D:T83 C:6532

{S} S:AK42 H:J2 D:A954 C:KT7

{N} 6322, 13hcp, 15½Pts (l+2;t+½;)
{W} 4333, 10hcp, 9Pts (f-1;) {E} 4432, 2hcp, 1½Pts (t+½;a-1;)

{S} 4432, 15hcp, 14½Pts (t+½;i-1;)

?Auction?: {E}: P (1NT!) P (2D!) / P (2H) P (#4H) / P (P) P
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BdDlr Vul Source
11 S None Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
4 2 5D-3 W AS 8 300* - 66½% 33½%
7 3 3S= N AD 9 140 - 33½% 66½%
8 6 4S= S JD 10 420 - 100% 0%
9 10 5D-1 E 7S 10 50 - 0% 100%
*300 should be 150. Amazingly, the percentages remain unchanged.

{N} S:JT9853 H:Q754 D:4 C:65
{W} S:2 H:JT8 D:JT2 C:KT9432 {E} S:K H:A962 D:AQ853 C:AQ8

{S} S:AQ764 H:K3 D:K976 C:J7

{N} 6421, 3hcp, 4½Pts (l+2;t+½;a-1;)
{W} 6331, 5hcp, 7Pts (l+2;t+½;a-1;) {E} 5431, 19hcp, 18½Pts

{S} 5422, 13hcp, 13Pts (l+1;i-1) (l+1;u-1½;)

?Auction?: {S}: 1S (P) 2S (3D) / 3S (P) P (P)
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BdDlr Vul Source
12 W NS Dealt

NSEW ContractDcl OL Trk NS# EW# NS% EW%
4 2 1NT+2 N 4C 9 150 - 100% 0%
7 3 4S-1 N AH 9 - 100 33½% 66½%
8 6 1S+1 N 8C* 8 110 - 66½% 33½%
9 10 4S-2 N AH 8 - 200 0% 100%
8C hard to read, might have been AC, but {E} doesn't hold AC.

{N} S:AKQJ H:K64 D:T975 C:AT
{W} S:42 H:Q98752 D:Q842 C:2 {E} S:T753 H:AT D:AJ C:QJ843

{S} S:986 H:J3 D:K63 C:K9765

{N} 4432, 17hcp, 18Pts (t+1;)
{W} 6421, 4hcp, 5Pts (l+2;a-1;) {E} 5422,12hcp, 13½Pts (l+1;t+½;)

{S} 5332, 7hcp, 6Pts (l+1;a-1;i-1;)

?Auction?: {W}: P (1S) 2C (2S) / P (#4S) P (P) / P



Week 6 set hand 

references follow.

Week 6
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♣♦♥♠
The end
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